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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after allowance or after an Office 
action under Ex Parte Quayle, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213 (Comm'r Pat. 1935). Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, prosecution in this application has 
been reopened pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1/21/2009 
has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-10, 12-15 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McCormick et al. (Us 5856022). 

McCormick et al. discloses a process for forming a composition which can be 
used as a pressure sensitive adhesive (see col. 25, line 22 - col. 26, line 10). The 
process comprises the steps of providing an essentially solvent free mixture comprising 
one or more free radically polymerizable monomers having one ethylenically 
unsaturated group and at least one free-radial polymerization initiator (see abstract, see 
col. 11, lines 58-65 and examples); partially polymerizing the mixture to provide a 
mixture having a Brookfield viscosity of 300-20,000 at 20C (see Methods A, B and C 
cols. 11-14). McCormick et al. discloses examples of forming various compositions 
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using different monomers. McCormick et al. states that in the examples the syrups are 
partially polymerized to have a Brookfield viscosity from 1000-3000 cps. The syrups F-J 
all exhibit % conversions in the range of 30-33% (see Table XIII). An additional initiator 
is added to the partially polymerized mixture; the composition is applied to a substrate 
and is then further polymerized (see Examples). McCormick et al. teaches that the films 
are can be cured between two release liners or in an inert, oxygen atmosphere (see col. 
24, lines 10-15) therefore there is a teaching of completing the polymerization in a non- 
inert atmosphere as long as the film is bounded by two release liners. 
Regarding claim 3, 

McCormick et al. teaches that the resulting adhesive/film should have or exhibit a 
viscosity of 300-20,000cps in order for the material to be applied as a coating therefore 
it would have been obvious that the radiation curable portion has the claimed range to 
be acceptable as a coating. 

Regarding claims 4 andS, 

McCormick et al. teaches that the initiator can be thermally activatable such as 
organic peroxides, azo-group containing compounds (see col. 1 1 , lines 27-45). 

Regarding claim 6, 

The initiator is provided in the range of 0.02-1 .0% by weight of the composition 
(see col. 11, lines 61-65). 
Regarding claim 7, 

McCormick et al. fails to teach the use of Type I and II initiators. However, such 
initiators are well known in the art for polymerizing monomers as those described by 
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McCormick et al. (see Moon et al. US 6174931 col. 5, lines 23-38) and it would have 
therefore been within the skill of one in the art of forming such compositions to use the 
initiators as alternatives to fully polymerize the composition. 
Regarding claim 8, 

The initiator is provided in the radiation curable composition at 0.1-10% of the 
total composition (see col. 14, lines 13-15). 
Regarding claims 9 and 10, 

McCormick et al. is silent with regard to the polydispersity values. It is the 
Examiner's position that the polydispersity values of McCormick et al. would fall within 
the claimed range, or overlap the range since the process of McCormick and the Instant 
invention use similar materials and process steps. 

Regarding claim 12, 

The composition can comprise of a blowing agent (see col. 17, line 57). 
Regarding claim 13, 

McCormick et al. is silent as to the %conversion of the radiation curable 
composition. However, McCormick et al. states that the compositions are completely 
polymerized and therefore the entire polymer is converted. 

Regarding claims 14-15, 

The coating can be applied to paper, polymer, metal or woods (see col. 17, line 
62 -col. 18,line 1). 

Regarding claim 20, 

The composition is solvent free. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to CACHET I. SELLMAN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-0691 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 
7:00 - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy Meeks can be reached on 571-272-1423. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Cachet I Sellman 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1792 

/C. I. S./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 1792 



/William Phillip Fletcher III/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1792 
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